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not discourage him from embarking on his 
path to becoming the King of Soul. 

In 1958, Otis Redding officially began his 
professional music career when he joined 
Johnny Jenkins and the Pinetoppers. After the 
group finished recording with Booker T. and 
the MGs, Mr. Redding wanted to use the last 
few minutes at the end of the session to sing 
for everyone. As he started to sing what would 
become his first hit single of 17 hit singles in 
a row, ‘‘These Arms of Mine,’’ everyone in the 
studio became captivated by his voice. Jim 
Stewart, then co-owner of Stax Records, came 
running into the studio and began yelling, 
‘‘That’s it! That’s it! Where is everybody? We 
gotta get this on tape!’’ 

A man with his own voice and a unique 
sound, Otis Redding’s short but spectacular 
music career led to his releasing hit single 
after hit single, including ‘‘I’ve Been Loving 
You Too Long,’’ ‘‘Respect,’’ and ‘‘Try A Little 
Tenderness.’’ On his journey to becoming the 
King of Soul, he performed across the country 
and the world with shows in the United States, 
Canada, Europe, and the Caribbean. In 1965, 
his business acumen allowed him to create his 
own label: Jotis Records. His concerts were 
box office smashes, some of the biggest of 
any performer during his time. 

In 1966, Otis Redding received the NAACP 
Lifetime Membership Award. The National 
Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences 
(NARAS) nominated him for awards in three 
categories for his recordings from 1967. He 
also accrued countless other honors and rec-
ognition for his music after his passing in De-
cember 1967, most notably of which are two 
1969 Grammys for Best R&B Vocal Perform-
ance and Best Rhythm & Blues Song for his 
number one hit single, ‘‘(Sittin’ On) The Dock 
of the Bay;’’ the 1999 Grammy Lifetime 
Achievement Award; and his 1998, 2011, and 
2015 Grammy Hall of Fame Inductions. 

Otis Redding was much more than his 
beautiful voice. Above all else, he was a fam-
ily man. He married his wife, Zelma, in August 
of 1961 and together, they raised three won-
derful children: Dexter, Karla, and Otis Red-
ding, Ill. Mrs. Redding also adopted Demetria 
after Mr. Redding’s passing. There was a spe-
cial place in Otis Redding’s heart and soul re-
served only for his family. He worked tirelessly 
to provide for them. His ambition, drive, and 
sacrifices paid off when he was able to move 
his family to ‘‘The Big O Ranch’’ in 1965, a 
300-acre property in Round Oak, Georgia. 

Reflected in the mission of the Otis Redding 
Foundation, which was established in 2007 by 
Mrs. Zelma Redding in her late husband’s 
honor, Otis Redding was dedicated to improv-
ing the quality of life for his community 
through education and empowerment. Those 
who knew Otis Redding personally speak 
fondly of him and his closest friends described 
him as a wonderful person to be around, and 
always 100 percent full of energy. They re-
member him being big in every way: phys-
ically, in his talent, in wisdom about other peo-
ple, and in his love for his family and commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me, my wife Vivian, and the more than 
730,000 residents of Georgia’s Second Con-
gressional District in recognizing Otis Redding, 
Jr. for his remarkable accomplishments as a 
pioneering and world-renowned musician. His 
timeless talent and everlasting legacy live on 
in the hearts of those who loved him and will 

continue to be remembered by generations to 
come. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Nancy and Wal-
ter Coziahr of Council Bluffs, Iowa, on the very 
special occasion of their 60th wedding anni-
versary. They were married June 8, 1956 in 
Council Bluffs. 

Nancy and Walter’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their children, Mary, David, 
Tom, and Jane, as well as their eight grand-
children, truly embodies Iowa values. As they 
reflect on their 60th anniversary, I hope it is 
filled with happy memories and for continued 
hope for the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 60th year together and I wish them 
many more. I know my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives will 
join me in congratulating them on this momen-
tous occasion. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor George Altamura, who is 
being recognized for his support of young 
Latino leaders at the 33rd Annual Napa Coun-
ty Hispanic Network Scholarship Gala. 

Mr. Altamura was born in Buffalo, New 
York, and fulfilled a long-held dream when he 
moved to California in 1949 following his high 
school graduation. After settling in Napa 
County, Mr. Altamura worked as a carpenter’s 
apprentice before he eventually earned his 
contractor’s license. Only three years after 
moving to Napa County, Mr. Altamura started 
his own company, Altamura Enterprises and 
embarked on a successful career purchasing 
and developing property. 

Just as impressive as Mr. Altamura’s profes-
sional successes is his dedication to giving 
back to our community. Together with his wife 
Jackie, Mr. Altamura has been an incredible 
supporter of our Latino community and has 
sponsored multiple scholarships through the 
Hispanic Network each year for more than two 
decades. Many of the young leaders the 
Altamuras’ have supported now live and work 
throughout Napa County, ensuring that the 
Altamuras’ legacy of civic engagement and 
community service will be carried on for gen-
erations to come. 

Mr. Altamura is the founder and president of 
Hands Across the Valley and the Napa Sher-
iff’s Youth Activity, both of which aim to help 
those in need, and young people in particular, 
throughout our community. Furthermore, Mr. 
Altamura has supported the important work of 
organizations like Queen of the Valley Hos-
pital, Uptown Theater Napa, and Meals on 
Wheels. 

Mr. Speaker, George Altamura has not only 
achieved his own American dream, but he has 
worked hard to ensure that young people 
throughout our community will have a fair shot 
at achieving theirs, too. It is therefore fitting 
and proper that we honor him here today. 
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Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, today I ask my 
colleagues in the House to join me in honoring 
the Department of the Navy Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel as it celebrates 75 years of pro-
viding timely, effective, and candid legal ad-
vice and counsel to the Navy and Marine 
Corps. 

The origins of DON OGC can be traced 
back to 1862, when the first civilian attorney 
was appointed to serve as Solicitor of the 
Navy. However, it was not until September 10, 
1941, when James Forrestal, then Under Sec-
retary of the Navy, recruited attorneys from 
private practice and formally established DON 
OGC’s predecessor organization, the Procure-
ment Legal Division, to consistently address 
the numerous legal issues surrounding the 
rapid increase in volume and complexity of 
ship and aircraft acquisition during World War 
II mobilization efforts. 

Over the last three quarters of a century, 
what began as a small cadre of civilian attor-
neys has evolved into an elite government law 
firm composed of civilian and military attor-
neys, and professional support staff, located in 
140 offices worldwide. In addition, DON OGC 
has expanded its practice areas beyond busi-
ness and commercial law to include acquisi-
tion integrity, federal employment/labor law, 
environmental law, fiscal law, intellectual prop-
erty law, real estate law, ethics and standards 
of conduct, energy law, Freedom of Informa-
tion Act/Privacy Act, intelligence law, cyber se-
curity law, arms control law, legislation, and 
litigation, to ensure its attorneys possess the 
expertise needed to support the multifaceted 
mission of the warfighter. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate DON OGC on 
75 years of dedicated service to our Sailors 
and Marines across the globe, and wish DON 
OGC continued success in expertly navigating 
the legal challenges confronting the Navy and 
the Marine Corps and significantly contributing 
to the national defense. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Lois and 
David Aistrope of Randolph, Iowa, on the very 
special occasion of their 60th wedding anni-
versary. They celebrated their anniversary on 
June 10, 2016. 

Lois and David’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their children, Duane, Doug, 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:56 Sep 10, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A09SE8.015 E09SEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-11-21T02:09:46-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




